File #10-7461
IN THE MATTER betweery ELLOWKNIFE HOUSING AUTHORITY, Applicant,
andERIN WIL SON, Respondent;

AND IN THE MATTER of theResidential Tenancies Act R.S.N.W.T. 1988, Chapter
R-5 (the "Act");

AND IN THE MATTER of a Hearing befordJ AL LOGSDON, Rental Officer,
regarding the rental premisesYdEL LOWKNIFE, NT.

BETWEEN:

YELLOWKNIFE HOUSING AUTHORITY
Applicant/Landlord

-and -

ERIN WILSON
Respondent/Tenant

ORDER

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED:

1.

Pursuant to section 41(4)(a) of Residential Tenancies Act, the respondent shall pay the

applicant rent arrears in the amount of seven hathtwo dollars ($702.00).

Pursuant to section 45(4)(a) of Residential Tenancies Act, the respondent shall
comply with her obligation to report household im@in accordance with the tenancy

agreement between the parties.

Pursuant to sections 41(4)(c) and 83(2) ofRémdential Tenancies Act, the tenancy

agreement between the parties for the premisesrkiagv2017 Sissons Court,



Yellowknife, NT shall be terminated on July 31, 3Ginhd the respondent shall vacate the

premises on that date, unless the rent arreaysaaden full.

DATED at the City of Yellowknife, in the Northwe$erritories this 9th day of July,
2003.

Hal Logsdon
Rental Officer
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REASONS FOR DECISION

The applicant alleged that the respondent had beebleer obligation to report income in
accordance with the written tenancy agreement leetlee parties. The applicant stated that
when the respondent did report income, her rentaglassted retroactively to March, 2003
resulting in rent arrears of $702. The applicanjated a statement of the rent account which

indicated that balance.

The applicant also alleged that the respondentihzad on the premises which was a breach of

the tenancy agreement.

The applicant sought an order requiring the respottb pay the alleged rent arrears and

terminating the tenancy agreement between theegarti

The respondent did not dispute the allegationsemiieg rent or income reporting but explained
that she had been working shifts which made italiff for her to get the information to the
landlord's offices. She indicated that she woulc@lble to pay the full amount of the rent arrears

by the end of July, 2003. She also stated thahseHenger had the cat and had signed a statement

to that effect.

The premises are operated by the landlord as domising and rented on a rent-geared-to-

income basis. The fairness and proper operatidheoprogram depends on the accurate



-3-
reporting of income by tenants and that obligatgadlearly outlined in the written tenancy
agreement. | do not see any evidence to suggadiin respondent was trying to avoid her
responsibility. Her failure to report income appzetr be due more to negligence than avoidance.
Nevertheless, her omissions constitute a breatlerobbligation as a tenant and have resulted in

significant rent arrears.

| find insufficient evidence to conclude that a isastill being kept on the premises.

As the respondent has indicated that she can pagrtbars promptly and will endeavour to

report income in accordance with the tenancy agee¢nh believe it is reasonable to issue an
order requiring her to pay the rent arrears of $310@ to terminate the tenancy agreement on July
31, 2003 unless those arrears are paid in fulidatition, the respondent shall be ordered to

report income in accordance with the tenancy agee¢m

Hal Logsdon
Rental Officer



