What if it doesn’t work?

It is not your fault if mediation doesn’t work -
in some cuses ugreement cannot be reuched
through medidation. You can have your lawyer

fry to reach a hegotiated seftlement, or take S t
5 the mutter to court for u Judye to decide. e p G ra e LI B | . 3
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don’t have to tell unyone what you talk ubout. Neither of you
cun use unything suid in mediation in court.
Of u S | m g 2) You decide what should happen. Becuuse you ure

making the ugreement, you dre both much more likely to be

M e d ia -I-i o n happy with it and fo do what it says.
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3 Usually faster than going to court - ugreements are

often reuched ufter u few hours. )

What is a mediator?

A mediutor is u heutrdl person. They do hot tuke sides und ure
not persondlly affected by the result. Unlike u judye or arbitrator,
a mediator can’t make decisions for you.

What does a mediator do?

The medidtor is u person who hus specidl fraining and helps parents
talk together ubout their children, focus on common interests, und
decide on possible unswers to their problems.

Will | have to pay the mediator?

The government will pay for the mediator to
meet with you up to seven hours - one hour by
yourself and six hours to talk with the other
person to develop un ugreement. If you
need more time, tulk to the mediutor

dbout how you cun keep working

toyether. Legul Aid may cover the

costs, or you may have fo pay.

What will happen when | decide
to try mediation?

1) The mediator will meet with each of you privately to explain what is likely o happen
when medidtion beyins. You will diso talk ubout uny concerns you mauy have.,

2 Medidation begins when the mediator meets with both people. You will both
be usked to sign u short ugreement indicuting that you dare willing to work
tfowards u seftlement und purticipate in good faith. You will tulk about how
to communicute respectfully and honestly.

3 You will both tell your side of the story und talk about what is redlly important to you.

4) You will try to think of as many ways as possible to reach decisions that are
in the best interests of your children.

5 You will choose from all the ideas and possible solutions
you have come up with, keeping in mind what
is redlly importunt: your children.

6 Once an agreement is reached,
the mediutor will prepure un
ugreement for you both to
sign. Before sighing, you
should take it to your
lawyer to receive
legul udvice. This
augreement
may be
filed in
court.
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